
Survey Webinar

Fisher Associates Presents:



Webinar Instructions
• Q&A: please feel free to ask questions at any point



Introduction

J. Steve Boddecker. L.S.
Vice President / Director of 

Geomatics



Purpose
• To provide a broad-based 

general description of what a 
surveyor does and how it 
affects each of us. 



Agenda
• Surveying Then and Now. 

What’s the Difference?
• What do Surveyors do?
• Different Types of Surveys.
• Where’s my Boundaries?
• Where are we Headed?



Surveying Then

• Surveying has been around since the beginning 
of civilization.

• How did they get the Great Pyramids aligned so 
well north and south?

• When Nomadic People decided to quit chasing 
game or looking for nuts and berries and 
became agrarian. Boundaries and land 
ownership became important.

• “Your Home is Your Castle”



Surveying Then

• Taxation.
• Peace and Tranquility
• Land Transfer

• Equipment:
• Rope
• Telescope
• Compass
• Chain
• Transit
• Theodolite
• Steel Tape



Surveying Now

• Land Transfer and development.
• Taxation
• Route determination  

• Equipment:
• Theodolite
• Steel Tape
• Total Station
• Global Positioning Survey (GPS)
• Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR)



Surveying Now



Surveying Now



What do Surveyors do?

• Accurately measure and map things including 
property boundaries.

• Determine the position of objects spatially
• Establish (stake out) object spatially. 
•



Different Types of 
Surveys
• Boundary
• Topographic
• Easement
• Aerial Easement
• Bathymetric
• Mining









Where’s my Boundaries?

• That Depends!

• How did you obtain title?
• Warranty Deed
• Quitclaim Deed
• Referee Deed (Tax Sale)
• Will

• Who did you obtain title from?

• What is the language?





Where are we 
Headed?
• Its all about the Triangle.

• US Lake Survey 1860’s (Civil War)



Where are we 
Headed?
• Tectonics Shift  
• Glacial Rebound



Final thoughts

Surveying is not a dead-
end profession. We are 
always moving 
technologically and 
tectonically 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conclude



Questions?
Thanks for joining us!

J. Steve Boddecker. L.S.
Vice President / Director of 

Geomatics

sboddecker@fisherassoc.com
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